
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

A U G U S T  2 0 1 7  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  R E V I E W  

Open House Schedules: 
Primary School:
Kindergarten, Grades 1 & 2

Wed., August 30, 4:00-6:30 pm
Little Wildcat Preschool 

Wed., August 30, T/Th: 4:00-5:15 pm
M/W/F: 5:15-6:30 pm

Kids Club 
Wed., August 30, 4:00-6:30 pm 

Lakeside Elementary:
Grades 3-5 

Wed., August 30, 4:00-6:00 pm
Kids Club 

Wed., August 30, 4:00-6:00 pm 

Taylors Falls Elementary:
Kindergarten

Wed., August 30, 2:00-3:00 pm
Grades 1-5 

Wed., August 30, 3:00-6:00 pm
Little Wildcat Preschool 

Wed., August 30, 2:00-6:00 pm
Kids Club 

Wed., August 30, 3:00-6:00 pm 

Middle School: 
Grades 6-8 Orientation 

Mon., August 28, 3:00-7:00 pm 

High School:
9th Grade Orientation Program

Tues., August 29, 1:30-5:30 pm
9th Grade Parent Program with Students

Tues., August 29, 6:15-6:30 pm
Grades 9-12 

Tues., August 29, 6:00-9:00 pm 

Chisago Lakes Education Center:
Wed., August 30, 3:00-6:00 pm 

Early Childhood/Family Center:
Wed., August 30, 4:00-6:00 pm 

Sale of Bonds . . . 
Good News for Taxpayers 

Prior to the May Bond Referendum, estimates were 
made on the interest rates for the sale of the bonds 
that would fund the building projects. These are 
the numbers that were used to estimate the cost 
to taxpayers in the community prior to the vote. 
However, tax rates declined since those estimates 
were made, so taxpayers will see a smaller tax burden 
due to the Bond Referendum. The actual true interest 
cost of the bonds is 2.91%, lower than the 4.20% 
estimated in December 2016 prior to the vote, and 
lower than the 3.57% estimated just prior to the sale 
in June 2017. As a result, total taxes levied for the 
bond payments will decrease by $11.9 million over 
the life of the bonds, meaning the estimated payable 
2018 tax impact of a $200,000 home will decline 
from $13 per month to $9 per month, compared to 
the estimates prior to the election. 

Remember to flip the Review over to see 
the Chisago Lakes Community Education 
Catalog! 
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Letter from the Superintendent: 
Hello to all of the families of the Chisago Lakes School District. It seems the school 
year just ended, and here we are getting ready for another year. 

I want to thank all of you for your support of the May referendum. We have been 
meeting over the summer with staff, community members, our architects from 
WOLD and our construction consultants from ICS, in order to formulate and design 
a plan for our new elementary school and community center.  Meetings will soon be 
scheduled for other projects specified in the referendum. You may see some projects, 
such as the new tennis courts at the Middle School and the additional parking at 
Taylors Falls Elementary, begin in late August or early September. 

We also received good news concerning the tax impact when the Bonds were sold.  More information can 
be found in this Review on that topic. All of the planned projects will help provide many opportunities for 
all of the residents of our school district. As the projects progress, we will have updates on our website, in 
our electronic newsletter, and in The Chisago County Press. 

If you have not heard, I did announce my retirement at the May School Board meeting. My last day will 
be September 29, 2017. I want to personally thank everyone for all of your support over the years. For 
over 37 years, I have been fortunate to serve, in different capacities, the students and families of our 
school district. Each position was unique, and these positions allowed me to grow and prepare for the next 
position. 

I have had the honor of working side by side with great staff members.  Each day, I saw the positive impact 
these special people had upon students’ lives.  Chisago Lakes is truly a district that cares. 

I also want to thank all of our communities and townships that support our school district. It is important to 
work together for our students and families. 

Lastly, I thank our School Board.  Sometimes, they need to make tough decisions, but they always keep 
what is best for kids and families “first.” 

Thank you again, and I look forward to seeing all of you in our local communities. 
Joe Thimm 

Superintendent 

Homeschooling Families 
Reporting Responsibilities Under the Minnesota Compulsory Instruction Law 

Students between the ages of 7 and 17 must be reported in attendance at a school, whether it be public, 
private or home school, or they are subject to Minnesota truancy laws, Statutes 120A.22-120A.26, and 
related provisions of other state laws. 

Home schools must submit certain information to the Superintendent of the district in which the child 
resides. This information varies depending on whether the school is accredited by a state agency or is 
non-accredited.  Nonpublic schools may be started at any time; however, for those that start in September, 
their information must be submitted by October 1st. 

Forms are available online at www.chisagolakes.k12.mn.us > District Services > Curriculum & 
Instruction > Home School. Call Mary Konobeck at 651-213-2007 for more information. 
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Summer Enrichment Week 
For nearly 400 kids this year, the Chisago Lakes High School was turned into a youth camp for a week to 
entertain elementary students with 40 class offerings that included pottery, track, fun in the kitchen, cool 
crafts, art explosion, and many more. Students were able to create their own schedule and pick up to six dif-
ferent classes for the day.  It was a great sampling of recreation and enrichment activities that is convenient 
for parents and gives students an opportunity to try out new activities. Kids like Summer Enrichment Week 
because the channel gets changed each hour and they get to do something new.  Over the last couple years 
new offerings have been added to the list of classes - Lego Robotics, archery, Nature Club, Paper Galore, 
and Engineering Fun.  Summer Enrichment Week has been going on for 20 years in the Chisago Lakes and 
it is a healthy program that hopes to serve students well for the next 20 years. 

Chisago Lakes Gets A New Activities Director 
On July 1, Hayley Lang officially started a new chapter of her career. Lang is 
the new Activities Director and Associate Principal at the high school, taking 
over after the retirement of Neil Fletcher. 

Lang completed her undergraduate degree at SCSU, Masters at Hamline, 
and Administration degree at Mankato State. She started her career teaching 
social studies in Willmar and North Branch schools. After years of teaching 
in North Branch, Lang served as the high school instructional coach and 
the district-wide MTSS coordinator. From North Branch, Lang went to 
Forest Lake, first as a Dean of Students and then as the Assistant Principal at 
Southwest Junior High School. 

Lang describes herself as both a homebody and an avid outdoorswoman, enjoying hunting, time with 
family and friends, and sports of all kinds. When asked what she is looking forward to the most, Lang 
highlighted working in a district that really values education and activities at a comprehensive level, 
working with coaches and advisors who want what is best for students always, and providing leadership 
in a proven activities department. She is excited and prepared for the upcoming school year and what’s 
to come. Go Wildcats! 
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New Chisago Lakes Teaching Staf Introduce Themselves 

My name is Alyssa Prosser and I am a new Kindergarten teacher with Chisago Primary 
and couldn’t be more excited!  I graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Superior 
in December after completing my student teaching with Falcon Heights Elementary 
for both Grade 5 and Kindergarten. I have worked with children for much of my life. 
After graduating, I had the opportunity to work in multiple districts, Chisago Lakes 
included, as a substitute teacher. I fell in love with the district from the first day I 
started subbing, and I look forward to getting to know everyone as well as grow in my 
teaching ability. 

Hi, my name is Sara Eiler. I am very excited to join the Chisago Lakes team and 
teach kindergarten at Chisago Lakes Primary School. I received my Bachelor of 
Science degree in Elementary Education from Bemidji State University.  I have taught 
at Columbus Elementary in the Forest Lake School District for the past three years. 
I live in Forest Lake with my husband and our two children, Hayden and Blake. I 
love spending time with family, reading, and spending time outdoors.  I love teaching 
young children and look forward to an exciting year! 

Hello, I am Kelly Jo Campbell-Dickmann and I am a new special education teacher 
at Lakeside. I grew up in Southwest Wyoming and recently moved to Big Lake, 
Minnesota.  Before the move, we hadn’t ever lived somewhere with stop lights so it 
has been a big adjustment for our family.  My husband Michael and I have two boys, 
Jackson (8) and Judd (4). I have been a part of education my entire life as my mom 
was a teacher/principal.  I taught 6th grade in Wyoming and I was an EBD Resource 
Teacher in Big Lake last year.  I am looking forward to getting to know the people of 

Chisago and learning more about the area. I really love to be outdoors wakeboarding, wakesurfing, riding 
horses, motorcycle riding, and spending time with my family. 

My name is Missy Melby and I am the new FACS teacher at both the middle school 
and high school. I was born and raised in North Branch and graduated from North 
Branch High School in 2010. I completed my undergraduate degree in Family Con-
sumer Science Education at Minnesota State University Mankato. I spent my first two 
years teaching Family Consumer Science grades 7th-12th at New Ulm Public High 
School. My parents and my four younger siblings all live in the area.  I am very ex-
cited to be living back up here close to my family and friends. 

My name is Abby Husfeldt.  I will be the new Speech-Language Pathologist at both 
Chisago Primary and Taylors Falls Elementary.  I attended the University of Wisconsin- 
Eau Claire for my undergraduate degree in Communication Sciences and Disorders. 
I recently graduated from the University of Wisconsin-River Falls, where I received 
my Master’s Degree in Speech-Language Pathology. At River Falls, I worked with 
pediatric and adult clients at the on-campus clinic with a variety of speech-language 
disorders. I recently completed an externship at Oneka Elementary in the White Bear 
Lake School District working with 2nd-5th grade students.  I love working with this 
population of students and look forward to working in the elementary schools!  I’m 

looking forward to building relationships with both my colleagues and the students I will be servicing.  My 
love for working with young students and my close knit ties to the area makes me so excited to join the 
Chisago Lakes team! 
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My name is Charlie Cook and I will be teaching business classes at the high school.  I 
am coming from Rush City High School. I am originally from Rochester, Minnesota. 
I attended college at the University of North Dakota in Grand Forks, ND and Bethel 
University in St. Paul, Minnesota where I received a degree in Human Resource 
Management. I am finishing up my Masters in Teaching from Bethel University 
during this upcoming year.  Before teaching, I worked at Scheels Sporting Goods in St. 
Cloud, Minnesota and Springfield, Illinois. I have also worked in Human Resources 
at Menards in Moorhead, Minnesota and was a Payroll Specialist at Mayo Clinic in 

Rochester, Minnesota.  If I had to sum up all of my hobbies into two words it would be... OUTDOORS and 
SPORTS! I love to play sports (especially golf), camp, fish, spend time with family at the lake, and pretty 
much do anything outside.  Living in Minnesota offers a great opportunity to experience all of these things. 

Hi! My name is Brianna Kaminski and I will be teaching kindergarten at the Primary 
School.  I am so excited to be coming to you from Cambridge-Isanti Schools were I 
taught at Isanti Primary School for three years in kindergarten.  I received my Bachelors 
Degree from Saint Cloud State University and am now continuing my education through 
Saint Cloud State University and will receive my Masters Degree in Curriculum and 
Instruction with a certificate in Technology Integration next year. During my time in 
Isanti I was on the Technology Integration Leadership Team (TILT) and am excited to 
share some new things. I was born and raised in Stark (just west of North Branch) and 

attended North Branch Schools.  I love teaching kindergarten! I think it is amazing how much these kids 
learn in the span of one year and how excited they are to be learning these new things.  I look forward to 
meeting and getting to know families in the Chisago Lakes area. 

I am Lisa Dexter and am so excited to be joining the Chisago Lakes School District as 
the new ASD/WBL special Ed teacher at the high school!  I grew up in New Brighton, 
Minnesota but I now live in Stacy, Minnesota with my husband and our two daughters, 
Rylee (10) and Evelyn (15 months).  I graduated from Hamline University in 2008 with 
a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology.  I received my license from Bethel University in 
2017, specializing in Autism Spectrum Disorder.  I am also currently working on my 
Master’s Thesis. This will be my first-year teaching but I come with experience as a 
paraprofessional as well as a behavioral therapist. In my free time I enjoy playing music, 

cooking, and fishing - lots of fishing. I feel so blessed to be a part of this great community of educators and 
students. I am looking forward to a year filled with learning, not only for my students but for me as well! 

My name is Becky Anderson and my new role in the district is special education teacher, 
EBD, at Taylors Falls Elementary.  Previously I was an EBD and multicategorical special 
education teacher for grades K-8 for the St. Louis Park and Mounds View Districts.  I 
grew up in Burnsville, Minnesota and have lived all over the western suburbs of the 
Twin Cities.  I also lived on the coast of North Carolina for four years when my husband 
was in the Marine Corps. My husband Phil is a handyman and we have an incredible 
four-year-old son named Holt (we call him the Incredible Holt!)  We are an outdoor 
loving family and just bought a fixer-upper house in the woods just outside St. Croix 

Falls. I have already met some of my future co-workers and students at Taylors Falls Elementary, and they 
have made me feel so welcome.  I could tell from the moment that I walked into TF Elementary that it was 
a positive environment where students and staff are valued.  I am so excited to be joining such an amazing 
district, school, and community! 

New Staff Introductions are continued on page 6. 
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Does your child have 
health insurance? 

If not, help may be available. 

The 2008 Health and Human 
Services Omnibus Finance 
bill included a provision 
that requires school districts 
to notify all children and 
families of available health 
care coverage through 
Minnesota Health Care 
Programs, otherwise known 
as MinnesotaCare. 

Minnesota Health Care 
Programs have free and low-
cost health insurance for 
children and families who 
qualify. (Medical Assistance 
has no monthly premium. 
MinnesotaCare has a monthly 
premium based on household 
income.) 

Your child may qualify if your 
household income is within 
certain guidelines. 

Income is one factor for 
qualifying. Other rules 
and limits apply. For more 
information, call your county 
office or visit www.mn.gov/ 
d h s / p e o p l e - w e - s e r v e /  
children-and-families/health-
care/health-care-programs/. 

To get a Minnesota 
Health Care Programs 
application: 
� Print one from the 

Internet: mn.gov/ 
dhs/people-we-serve/ 
children-and-families/ 
health-care/health-care-
programs/. 

� Call Chisago County at 
(651) 213-5202. 

New Staf Introductions Continued 

My name is Katie Mickelson. I was born and 
raised in the Chisago Lakes community and 
graduated this past spring from Bemidji State 
University with my B.S. in Elementary Education, 
K-6 Licensure.  I live in Franconia Township with 
my husband and our two-year-old daughter on 
our hobby farm. I will be teaching first grade at 
Taylors Falls Elementary in the fall. I am looking 
forward to helping students learn to read! 

My name is Lauren Benish, and I am so excited 
to teach music at Chisago Primary School!  I have 
previously taught two years of K-6 general music 
in Stillwater and one year of elementary orchestra 
and general music in Mounds View.  When I’m 
not at school I love reading, my puppy, playing 
violin, and spending time with my family and 
friends. 

My name is Michelle Wille and I am excited to 
be teaching in the Chisago Lakes School District 
as a high school science teacher.  I received my 
bachelor’s degree in Biology from the University 
of Minnesota. I continued on to the University 
of St. Thomas where I completed the Masters of 
Teaching program.  I have taught physical science 
and biology classes in Andover and North Branch 

schools. My husband and I have been community members all of 
our lives and we are very proud to be raising our four kids in a place 
where education is of the utmost importance. When I’m not teaching 
I enjoy spending time with my family outdoors, gardening, or hiking 
on trails in the community. 

My name is Trista Kirchberg, and I’m excited 
to join the team at Taylors Falls Elementary as a 
special education teacher! This will be my 10th 
year working in public education. I was raised 
in Cambridge, Minnesota and I now live in the 
Chisago County area with my husband and two 
boys. We live for our Minnesota summer and fall 
seasons, ands spend our spare time participating 
in outdoor activities. 

My names is Julie Ives and I am a special education 
teacher at the Chisago Lakes Education Center.  I 
previously spent 12 years as a paraprofessional in 
the Chisago Lakes School District before moving 
on to teaching. The last two years I have been a 
setting 3 EBD special education teacher.  I am 
very excited to be part of the team at Chisago 

Lakes School District once again. “Once a Wildcat, always a Wildcat!” 
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My name is Kelsey Hannack, and I’m coming 
to the Chisago Lakes School District from 
Elmwood, Wisconsin where I taught third grade 
for four years. I’m looking forward to being part 
of the second grade team at the Primary School 
and forming positive relationships with my 
students and their families. Some of my hobbies 
include baking, reading, traveling, exercising, 

and planning my upcoming wedding which will be in July 2018.  I’m 
excited to become a part of the Chisago Lakes community. 

I’m Molly Bishop and I will be the Director at 
Chisago Lakes Education Center.  I am coming 
to Chisago Lakes from my position as a social 
behavior services coordinator at SCRED, serving 
North Branch schools and the Chisago Lakes 
Education Center programs. I am a board 
certified behavior analyst and have practiced in 
school settings with students in the areas of EBD, 

ASD, and DCD, pre-k through transition age.  I am greatly looking 
forward to continuing to work with the CLEC staff in a leadership 
role, and being able to learn more about our students! I’ve been lucky 
enough to spend a great deal of time in the Pathway to Change and 
SOAR programs for the past two years, but am excited to focus my 
energy on these wonderful students and teams full time! 

Hi! I’m Amanda Wichman, and I am very excited 
to be a wildcat this year.  I previously taught 
3rd grade in my hometown district Cambridge-
Isanti. It will be a lot of fun switching to 2nd 
grade and getting to work in the primary level! 
When I’m not teaching, I spend a lot of my time 
co-directing the Isanti Ambassador Program, 
being with family, and spending time outdoors. 

I look forward to getting more involved within the Chisago Lakes 
community this year. 

I’m Julie Frawley and I will be teaching math at 
the middle school.  Most recently, I worked as the 
secondary math collaborative planner at SCRED. 
I started my teaching career at Bloomington 
Kennedy and then moved to Lakeville Senior 
High (when there was only one). I moved to coach 
soccer and teach college math at Waldorf College 

in Forest City, Iowa before moving to Grand Rapids, Minnestoa were 
I worked as an advisor in a project based charter school.  I’m looking 
forward to being in the classroom working with kids, playing with 
math, and being part of the middle school family.  In all sincerity, 
I have not been in a traditional classroom for many years.  I am so 
very thankful and excited to teach again with an amazing team of 
educators. 

Be sure to check our 
district website at 
www.chisagolakes.k12.mn.us 

for information on: 
� District Handbook 
� School Building Handbooks 
� Asbestos Notification 

Update 
� Pesticide Notice and 

Notification 

Parents:  Save Your 
Receipts for School 
Supplies! 
Minnesota offers two valuable 
tax benefits for parents who 
purchase school supplies for 
their K-12 students; the K-12 
Education Credit and the K-12 
Education Subtraction. These 
benefits can reduce parents’ 
taxes and increase their refund, 
but only if they keep their 
receipts. Purchases for most 
school supplies, field trips, and 
musical instruments for school 
band are eligible. 

Most Minnesota parents qualify 
for the K-12 Subtraction, which 
reduces their taxable income. 
Parents under certain income 
limits may also qualify for the 
K-12 Credit, which can refund 
up to 75 percent of their costs -
even for parents who don’t owe 
any taxes. Visit the Minnesota 
Department of Revenue website 
at http://www.revenue.state. 
mn.us/individuals/individ_ 
income/Pages/K-12_Education_ 
Subtraction_and_Credit.aspx 
for details. 
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Chisago Lakes School District Clip & Save 
2017-2018 School Calendar 

July 2017 August 2017 
Aug. 23 & 24......... No School - Staff Development M T W TH F M T W TH F 
Aug. 28-31............ No School - Staff Development 1 1 2 3 4 
Aug. 28 ................. MS Open House 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 
Aug. 29 ................. HS Open House 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 
Aug. 30 ................. CL Education Center Open House 

19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25
Aug. 30 ................. Elementary Open House 

26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30 31
Sept. 4 .................. No School - Labor Day 
Sept. 5 .................. First Day of School 

September 2017 October 2017 Sept. 29 ................ No School - Staff Development 
M T W TH F M T W TH FOct. 2 .................... CL Education Center P/T Conferences 

1 2 3 4 5 6Oct. 2 .................... HS P/T Conferences 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13Oct. 16-18............. K-5 P/T Conferences 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20Oct. 18 .................. No School - Elementary Only 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 23 27Oct. 19-20............. No School - MEA 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31Nov. 2, 6, & 9 ........ MS P/T Conferences 

Nov. 6 ................... No School - Staff Development 
November 2017 December 2017 Nov. 22-24 ............ No School - Thanksgiving Break 

M T W TH F M T W TH FDec. 7 ................... HS P/T Conferences 
1 2 3 1Dec. 22-Jan. 2 ...... No School - Winter Holiday 

Jan. 15.................. No School - Martin Luther King Day 6 7 8 9 10 4 5 6 7 8 

13 14 15 16 17 11 12 13 14 15Jan. 22.................. No School - Staff Development 
20 21 22 23 24 18 19 20 21 22Feb. 13, 15, & 16.. K-5 P/T Conferences 
27 28 29 30 25 26 27 28 29Feb. 15 ................. Early Dismissal - Elementary Only 

Feb. 16 ................. No School - Elementary Only 
Feb. 19 ................. No School - President’s Day January 2018 February 2018 

M T W TH F M T W TH FFeb. 22 ................. CL Education Center P/T Conferences 
Feb. 22 ................. HS P/T Conferences 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 

Mar. 12-16 ............ No School - Spring Break 8 9 10 11 12 5 6 7 8 9 

Mar. 29.................. MS P/T Conferences 15 16 17 18 19 12 13 14 15 
Mar. 29.................. No School - Staff Development 22 23 24 25 26 19 20 21 22 23 
Mar. 30.................. No School - Good Friday 29 30 31 26 27 28 
Apr. 3 & 5.............. MS P/T Conferences 
May 3.................... HS P/T Conferences 

16 

March 2018 April 2018 
May 25.................. No School - Staff Development M T W TH F M T W TH F 
May 28.................. No School - Memorial Day 1 2 2 3 4 5 6 
June 4................... Graduation 5 6 7 8 9 9 10 11 12 13 
June 6................... Last Day of School 12 13 14 15 16 16 17 18 19 20 
June 7................... No School - Staff Development 

19 20 21 22 23 23 24 25 26 27 

26 27 28 29 30 30 
Who do I call when... 

May 2018 June 2018 Q. Who do I call when my child will not be in school? 
M T W TH F M T W TH FA. You should call the attendance office at your 

1 2 3 4 1      child’s school: 
7 8 9 10 11 4 5 6 7 8Primary School........................ (651) 213-2200 
14 15 16 17 18 11 12 13 14 15Lakeside.................................. (651) 213-2300 
21 22 23 24 25 18 19 20 21 22Taylors Falls ............................ (651) 213-2100 
28 29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29Middle School ..........................(651) 213-2411 

High School............................. (651) 213-2513 First/Last Day of School
Chisago Lakes Ed. Center ...... (651) 213-2071 

No School 
Q.  Who do I call with bus questions or issues? No School for Some Students 
A. You should call 4.O School Services of Chisago Staff Development/No School 

Lakes at (651) 213-2020. 
Parent/Teacher Conferences - Student Day 
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